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ABSTRACT

Keeping the contemporary scenario of Indian lifetlees background the present study goes on to expe
reclaiming voices on the margin in Arundhati Royt®e God of Small Thingsln Indian Writing, Feminism has been used
as a modest attempt for evaluating the real s@dahario as far as woman concerned. In the Indiswert, several
feminists have realized that the subject of womanm'sncipation should not be reduced to the comtiiads between man
and woman. In order to liberate herself, the womeeds to empower herself to confront differentitasbnal structures
and cultural practices that subject herself toigatnal domination and control. This research papwlyses how the
Indian English fiction writer, Arundhati Roy hasastn her sympathetic and revolutionary attitude ey to the
neglected women ifihe God of Small Things. The prominent theme she raises in this fictiathe realistic delineation of
the plight of the women in society. The Indian warares within the constrictions of several tab@sultaneously
needing emotional release from time to time .Buthim absence of proper diversion she suffers framari fragmentation.

The present study examines some of the major cteasaaf the novel
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INTRODUCTION

Arundhati Roy is an international literary figurethe field of fiction. She is a famous Indian niisteand social
activist. Roy’s debuted first noveThe God of Small Things, which bagged the coveted Booker prize for literat The
world of Roy’s novel is captured in a state of flwkere the values of the patriarchal society adeumattack from a new
world in which self interest and self aggrandisetrard social equality are forcing their entry. S&em a feminist point
of view the novel speaks of the violence perpetraigon women and paternal tyranny engulfing th&lass children. It
ruthlessly unmasks the dual standards of moraligociety in respect of men and women, the passibenissive role of a
wife in a man- woman relationship and the vindietattitude of a woman in prolonging the sufferingl agnominy of
another woman by male. In this novel the noveligplicitly advocates greater social reform in thgged positioning of

women.

THE DISCRIMINATION OF FEELINGS

Ammu is the most important female characterte God of Small Things. A middle class bourgeois woman, she
is a divorcee with two twin’s children, Eshta anahRl. She is beautiful and sardonic woman who kas kictimized first
by her father and then her husband Baba. Ammu gnevin Delhi but, because her father said that gellevas an

unnecessary expense for a girl, was forced to Witk her parents when they moved to Ayemenem. B gbciety,
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education must be available to both men and womiémout any discrimination. Education develops h# faculties of
man physical, mental and spiritual. It enlightens &roadens a person’s outlook. So, keeping irdminthe benefit of
education, women should not be devoid of takindgv@igeducation but what we find in this novel is swrhat difference.
Here Ammu did not get the opportunity of doing tégheducation. It is only because her parents tlhirdk higher
education corrupts a lady. On the other hand, hethbr Chacko sent to Oxford to study further, giohe did not do well
there. He is allowed to study further because hmate. She met her future husband Baba at a weddu®ption. She
divorces him when the children are very young. Hes & violent alcoholic who not only beat his wifedachildren but
attempted to prostitute his wife to his English ¢éypr. Educated and articulate, Ammu is not welcamneher return to
her fathefs house. A kind of an elite leftist, her brotheraCko marginalizes her. At the age of twenty foudivarced
daughter she had “No Locus Standi” in her parembaise. Both Ammu and Chacko find themselves imalasi position
as far as their marital status is concerned. Amadilteen a victim of physical abuse while Chacko teeh dumped by
his wife for his slothful, barren ways. But in Ayenmem, Chacko rules the roast, being a male and Alives at his

mercy for her and her children’s subsistence.
FORBIDDEN LOVE

The many types of love is referred in Roy’'s nowehether they are described as erotic, familiadegtuous,
biological, or hopeless, are important to the nsveheaning. However, Roy focuses her authorial cemtary on
forbidden and taboo types of love, including Ammigge for velutha and Rahel’s love for Estha. Baglationships are
rigidly forbidden by what Roy calls the “Love Lavdr “The Laws that lay down who should be loved, dadv and
much”. Although on breaking these laws is the wofgaboos, and those who break them are brutaiyshed, desire and
desperation overcome the love laws at the key mtsm&hRoy’s novel. One interpretation of Roy’s treewf forbidden
love is that love is such a powerful and unconafallt force that it cannot be contained by any cotieeal social code.
Another is that conventional society somehow saekdestroy real love, which is why love in the nloigeconsistently
connected to loss, death and sadness. Becausenwlhtic love in the novel relates closely to poditend history, it is
possible that Roy is stressing the interconnectsioépersonal desire to large themes of histodysacial circumstances.
Love would therefore be an emotion that can beagmpt only in terms of two peoples’ cultural baekgrds and political
identities.

EMPOWERMENT OF WOMEN

The subject of empowerment of women has becomibgraing issue all over the world since last fewatkss.
Thus, women'’s quest for equality with man is a ensal phenomenon. The position and status of woalleover the
world has risen incredibly in the 20th century. Weomempowerment is empowering the women to take then
decisions for their personal dependent. Empoweviognen is to make them independent in all aspecs fmind,
thought, rights, decisions, etc by leaving all soeial and family limitations. It is to bring eqitglin the society for both
male and female in all areas. Women empowermergris necessary to make the bright future of theilfgraociety and
country. Women need fresh and more capable envigahiso that they can take their own right decisionsvery area
whether for themselves, family, society or counthy.order to make the country fully developed coyntwomen
empowerment is an essential tool to get the goalesklopment. It is a great irony that a daughstraeged from her
husband in this novel is tortured and tyrannizetién parent’s house. While as estranged son, Chaakonly received

warm welcome but also remains the rightful inheri the family’s wealth and fortune. When he 8imvith the labour
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class women of the factory, Mammachi and Baby Kouha, encourage him in the name of “Man’s Needst.iBis seen
that the same behaviour of Ammu, in her illicitatgdnship with Velutha, is termed as untraditiomadi sinful. She is being
locked in a room and is beaten black and blue.cdues of society make a great different between amenwomen. Roy
tries to sensitise thin society to the cruelty @fe of its traditions and dehumanizing taboos. Steavs how the women
and the untouchable are treated as impersonaludjdgate objects in this social structure; howdkiare decided for both
by the patriarchal ideology of an ancient culturbick also cultivates the pervasive snobbery andenae of the *
Touchable’ towards the * Untouchable’. The sagaudfering and torture starts with the central feenatharacter, Ammu.
From the character of Ammu, we can learn that Amsithe woman who tries to rebel against the Hindlues and
patriarchy system in Indian society. Unlike her hest she cannot accept the bad attitude and aatiorter husband and
prefers divorce than keeping her marriage. Ammalse the example of a member of society who bréa&sommunal
mores of India. Roy, through the character of Antms portrayed, that the female sex is completedjyesged in society.
When Ammu makes the physical relationship with atouchable man Velutha, their relationship exceedean extent
that it came to be labeled as illicit. In this nveis found that both male and female are treéat#ferently as Chacko,
being a man lives happily even after divorce butlwmn other hand, Ammu, after divorce, suffers ia tthole novel. It
shows different social conditions of men and worimetihe society which is very decisive. This novelsma revolutionary
attempt on the part of Arundhati who tried to ofika eyes of Indian community towards the callousr@fstreating
women as objects. Women thus treated are considerdi&ss beings, sub-human and playthings for mkis.imbalance
in society explains much of the unhappiness priagaih our families and the battered lives of cheld who are exposed to

this very partial and unjust view of life. The erasult is a paralyzed society unable and unwiltsmgrow.
CONCLUSIONS

Arundhati Roy has powerfully employed the univerdames through individual and society. It direatsl
focuses our attention on those who are silentlfesinfy and try to become successful. Each and estery and character
is woven with everlasting confidence and interrtedrggth. The structures of power and oppressiorotien referred to
and discussed by Roy ifmhe God of Small Things but the individual perspective is never being aegd. One
interpretation of Roy’s novel is that it is an extion of subaltern agency on the margin becaugeuses on men and

women and children who struggle for their righptissess a voice of their own.
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